DIRECTIONS:
1. Highlight information that correlates with the headings.  Don’t be an over-highlighter; rather, focus on highlighting information that will give you a general understanding of what each section is about.

2.  Read through your highlights.  Write a summary in the lines provided explaining how the Irish Civil War compares to any war our country has taken part in, using your own words and specific details from the text to support your thinking.. 
THE IRISH CIVIL WAR

The Irish Civil War, as Gavin Foster comments in the interview, ‘has still not been digested’. That is although people will still argue about it passionately, there is little real understanding of why and how it happened. As we have argued before on The Irish Story people preferred largely to forget the final phase of the Irish independence struggle altogether – in which Irish nationalists fought each other over the Anglo Irish Treaty – as not only too painful but also in hindsight, meaningless.
We discuss whether any sense can in fact be made of the conflict, or if, as Tim Pat Coogan once wrote, it was, ‘one of the most superfluous and wasteful conflicts experienced by man since the war between Big Enders and the Little Enders that Dean Swift described in Gulliver’s Travels’
Causes

Two things feature prominently in debates over the split over the Anglo-Irish Treaty, signed in December 1921 between the British Government and representatives of the revolutionary Irish Republic declared by Sinn Fein in 1919.
The first of these was the degree to which the new Irish Free State would be independent of Britain. The most potent symbol of this was the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ which future Irish parliamentarians would, under the Treaty, have to take to the British monarch. It read;

I… do solemnly swear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as by law established, and that I will be faithful to His Majesty King George V, his heirs and successors by law in virtue of the common citizenship of Ireland with Great Britain and her adherence to and membership of the group of nations forming the British Commonwealth of nations.

The idea of a civil war fought over something so abstract as an oath is often derided, but as we discuss, the Oath, ‘stood in for’ or represented the issue of where sovereignty would really lie in independent Ireland – in the people – as classical republican theory would hold – or in the person of the British monarch. Moreover, if as pro-Treatyites and many later commentators would argue, the Oath was irrelevant, we pose the question of why the British negotiators insisted on it unyielding during and after the Treaty negotiations.

Was the civil war fought over ‘a form of words’?

The second major issue we discuss is that of partition and the separation of the six north eastern counties as Northern Ireland. While popularly held to be the cause of the southern Civil War, it in fact played an important but highly complex and indirect role in the outbreak of the war. Both sides claimed to be anti-partitionist and it was in fact the pro-Treaty side under Michael Collins who were to the forefront in a clandestine military assault on the six counties in early 1922. Due to this, the Free State side managed to win over much of the Northern IRA, some of whom paradoxically helped to put down the anti-Treatyites in the South in 1922-23.

We also discuss however, how the Civil War by forcing the southern state to prioritise its own survival ahead of unification of Ireland, in fact copper fastened partition, to the extent that by 1923 the anti-Treatyites could plausibly claim they were the only ones who really stood for a united Ireland.  We also discuss the vexed question of whether the war represented a battle between pro-Treaty ‘democrats’ and anti-Treaty ‘militarists’ and ‘dictators in waiting’.

The Nature of Civil War Violence

Gavin Foster argues that, although not especially bloody by the standards of other civil wars (the death toll in its nine months is believed to be about 1,500) the Irish Civil War did witness a disturbing series of atrocities, revenge killings, and widespread destruction of property.
Legacy

Social and criminal violence also plagued the country in the months of civil war. Gavin argues that an important strain of civil war violence should be understood as the new Irish state imposing its authority on a country which for the previous five years had been largely outside of all state control due the revolt against British rule.

Troops were used not only to put down the anti-Treaty guerrillas but also to police strikes and land occupations, to arrest poteen distillers and to collect taxes – none of which the new police force (The Civic Guard, now the Garda Siochana) was able to do.

Did 1923 see the Irish revolution triumphant or betrayed?

While many republicans argued at the time and later that the land question – the redistribution of land to those who worked it – should have been a means of rallying poor farmers to their side, we argue that like partition, in the short term the pro-Treaty side made this issue their own, passing a Land Act purchasing the remaining landed estates and selling them to small farmers, in mid 1923. At the same time, the Special Infantry Corps of the National Army put down, sometimes violently strikes of agricultural labourers. The farming class therefore emerged to a large extent as the victors of the Civil War.

On the question of whether the civil war left the Irish revolution triumphant or betrayed, Gavin Foster argues that, while much was achieved in terms of Irish self-government, 1923 saw not elation but disillusion on all sides. Not only had Irishmen killed each other but it was already clear that independence alone would not solve issues such as emigration, poverty and land hunger.
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Directions: Using MLA citations, find evidence to fill in the blanks of the story map.  None of these should simply be answers, rather quotes from The Sniper.  PROVE IT!
	Setting: place and time

Where:

When:
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Based off what you cited to be the conflicts and the events you chose for the story, what is the theme?  
