The Scarlet Ibis

by James Hurst


Name: _____________________________

Hour: _______
Name:
Hour:

Section I: Use the grid to make several connotations, listing words you feel best represent each concept.

	Concept
	Colors
	Animals
	Words 
	Objects

	Spring
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	
	
	
	

	Fall
	
	
	
	

	Winter
	
	
	
	

	Love
	
	
	
	

	Hate
	
	
	
	

	Jealousy
	
	
	
	

	Friendship
	
	
	
	

	Guilt 
	
	
	
	

	Innocence
	
	
	
	


Symbol: an object, person, animal, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself. 

Section II: Foreshadowing

Grab two different color highlighters.  In the paragraphs listed below, highlight the words and symbols that create positive connotations in one color and negative connotations in the other.

The Scarlet Ibis

It was in the clove of seasons, summer was dead but autumn had not yet been born, that the ibis lit in the bleeding tree. The flower garden was stained with rotting brown magnolia petals and ironweeds grew rank amid the purple phlox. The five o'clocks by the chimney still marked time, but the oriole nest in the elm was untenanted and rocked back and forth like an empty cradle. The last graveyard flowers were blooming, and their smell drifted across the cotton field and through every room of our house, speaking softly the names of our dead. It's strange that all this is still so clear to me, now that that summer has since fled and time has had its way. A grindstone stands where the bleeding tree stood, just outside the kitchen door, and now if an oriole sings in the elm, its song seems to die up in the leaves, a silvery dust. 
But sometimes (like right now), as I sit in the cool, green-draped parlor, the grindstone begins to turn, and time with all its changes is ground away--and I remember Doodle. Doodle was just about the craziest brother a boy ever had. Of course, he wasn't a crazy crazy like old Miss Leedie, who was in love with President Wilson and wrote him a letter every day, but was a nice crazy, like someone you meet in your dreams.
He was born when I as six and was, from the outset, a disappointment. He seemed all head, with a tiny body which was red and shriveled like an old man's. Everybody thought he was going to die. Daddy had Mr. Heath, the carpenter, build a little mahogany coffin for him. But he didn't die, and when he was three months old, Mama and Daddy decided they might as well name him. They named him William Armstrong, which was like tying a big tail on a small kite. Such a name sounds good only on a tombstone.
Choose your top four symbols and connotations that establish the mood.  List them below.

	The symbol and your positive connotations
	The symbol and your negative connotations 

	1.

2.

3.

4.


	1.

2.

3.

4.




After reading the first page, what do you think is going to happen to Doodle?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section III: Finding symbolic details within the text.

As you read “The Scarlet Ibis,” complete the following grid.  Be sure to use only words that James Hurst uses in the story citing the words using MLA citations.

	Character
	Colors
	Animals
	Words 
	Objects

	Brother


	
	
	
	

	Doodle


	
	
	
	


Metaphors: For each character, complete the following comparisons. 

If Brother were a season, he would be ________________ because __________________________________________________________________________. 

If Brother were an emotion, he would be __________________ because __________________________________________________________________________. 

If Doodle were a season, he would be _________________ because __________________________________________________________________________. 

If Doodle were an emotion, he would be ________________ because __________________________________________________________________________.

Section IV: Guilty or Innocent? Evidence from the text. 

Use the grid to list evidence from the text which supports your conclusion regarding Brother’s role in the tragedy of the story.  Use MLA citations while listing your evidence.

	Guilty


	Innocent


	Any evidence that could go either way depending on how it is used or interpreted?




Be prepared to defend your case on _________________________.
Section V: Guilty or Innocent? 

How much responsibility should Brother shoulder for the outcome of the story? Write about how guilty or innocent you feel Brother is and why you feel this way. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section VI: Rough Drafting. 

Begin writing out your opening or closing speech to the jury, where you are trying to persuade them in either believing in Brother’s guilt or innocence. When persuading a jury, it is helpful to appeal to both the logic of the argument as well as the emotion of the situation. Remember, a prosecuting attorney argues for Brother’s guilt; whereas, a defense attorney argues for his innocence. 

Circle your role:
Prosecuting Attorney: argues for Brother’s guilt

Defense Attorney: argues for Brother’s innocence

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
