Freshmen English
Mrs. V. Carr
http://carrnation.weebly.com

vcarr@lakeshoreps.org
1-269-428-1402 x2140
Room 140
Course Information: 

This survey course is designed to review language usage skills and study all genres of literature. Writing is emphasized throughout the course.

Textbook for this course:

Ninth Grade Literature-Michigan Edition. Ed. Janet Allen, et al. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2008. Print.
This textbook is also available online @ classzone.com—see box below for details.

Grades: 

· Students will be graded on tests, quarterly assessments, quizzes, writing assignments, homework, projects, group work, SSR, vocabulary, 5 full page weekly journal responses, and blog responses emphasizing a balance of effort and skill to determine the final score. 

· Students will also earn weekly faithfulness points.  Things that are damaging behaviors to a student’s success will cause students to lose faithfulness points.  This includes but is not limited to bringing necessary materials to class, turning work in on time, working productively with others, having a positive attitude, taking advantage of one’s time, etc.   

· The student’s grade will be calculated by adding up the total number of points earned divided by the total points possible.
· Grades are updated ONLINE every week to two weeks.  It is each student’s responsibility to monitor his or her grade ONLINE via Power Teacher. Students who have trouble logging into their accounts must see the guidance office immediately before or after school. 
· Until an assignment is turned in, a student will receive an “M” for that assignment. If a student is absent for an assignment, the “0” will be changed to the grade earned when the assignment is turned in. See Handbook for specifics on time allowed.
· Grades are EARNED not received. Mrs. Carr does not “hand out” grades.

Carr Nation:
After the bell for class to begin has sounded and while Mrs. Carr is taking attendance, students will work on a Carr Nation activity to get students started and taking advantage of academic time.  This includes but is not limited to vocabulary, beautiful sentence work, journal entries, pop quizzes, beginning assignments, annotating Articles of the Week, reading, etc.  Mrs. Carr reserves the right to collect these on any given day.  Journal writings are the only assignment that belong in the spiral notebook.  Paper will be provided in Mrs. Carr’s class for any other assignment.
Vocabulary:
Vocabulary for the entire quarter is posted on Mrs. Carr’s website and can be found by hovering over the freshmen link and clicking on the vocabulary link.  Students are responsible for printing their vocabulary sheets ahead of time and submitting them by Friday of that week.  Students can print them all at once and store them in a safe location; however, they are responsible for keeping this organized and turning in the correct sheet on Friday.  After Friday’s class period, the vocabulary is considered late.  Quizzes will be given bi-weekly on Friday and can be found on the website.  In the event of class cancellation, the assignment and/or quiz will take place on the next school day.   

Writing Journal:
Students will need to obtain no less than a 1-subject, college ruled, spiral notebook to serve the purpose as a journal. Wide rule will not be accepted. The students are required to bring their journals EVERY DAY to class.  This spiral notebook is for use in this class ONLY! 
The journal is an important part of this class because it allows students to explore their different writing voices, views, and ideas. Some writing can be on topics of their choice; others will be mandated. The journal grade is determined based on a variety in topic choice, method of expression, voice, experimenting with style, number of completed entries, and finishing the final journal by the due date. 
Biweekly, when we do not have a vocabulary quiz, 6 full pages of journal entries will be collected.  Within the journals must be a one page response to the AOW given on Mondays.  If six journal ideas have not been give throughout the two weeks, six full pages are still expected and due on Friday.  If for some reason class is cancelled that day or students are absent, journals are due the next available day. 
Article of the Week:

Articles of the Week (AOW) will be provided on Monday and are due stapled to the top of journals.  All AOW’s will require thoughtful annotations in the margins in which readers write their thinking process while they are reading. 

After annotations are completed, students will have an assignment that they staple to the article.  This assignment includes but is not limited to a one page minimum written response, a thesis statement, a window quote, a new title for the article, beautiful sentence work, etc.  AOW’s will be discussed when articles are due.  Students are responsible for annotating their articles and completing the assignment on their own.
SSR:
As a part of the curriculum, students and Mrs. Carr will occasionally partake in Silent Sustained Reading (SSR). For SSR, students will be required to bring reading material of their own choosing (i.e. a book, magazine, journal). Students may NOT bring in textbooks, assigned novels, or homework from other classes. This is NOT a time for renewing books or working on homework reading assignments. Participating in SSR is a privilege, not a right. This is a time to read for enjoyment and to motivate ourselves to read more.

Blogs

All blogs can be found at Mrs. Carr’s website by hovering over the Freshmen English link, hovering over the next set of links, and clicking on the appropriate blog that corresponds with your particular class period.  On the blog, students will find a question students are expected to respond to on the website or an interactive online activity.  This could include but is not limited to a creative writing piece, responding to a recent news article, arguing a debate question, an interactive link, etc. These will be posted and deleted by Friday at 4:00.  

Tentative Schedule:

Homework is checked regularly and should be organized in a 3-ring binder. At the beginning of each week, the students will see a tentative schedule on the board that will list the events and assignments for the entire week. In the event of an absence or class cancellation, the students should have some idea of what to work on for the next class. This calendar is subject to change at any time.

Tardiness:

Students will be given two “freebie” tardies each nine weeks. After the third tardy and each additional tardy during the 9 week marking period, students will spend 30 minutes in detention. Each new marking period is a clean slate. If a student is more than 15 minutes to class, the student will be marked absent-unexcused, and will most likely receive ASD. ALL tardy students MUST go to the attendance office for a pink tardy slip (per student handbook).
Turnitin.com 

This class requires all students to turn in electric copies, as well as hard copies, of any and all writing assignments. Turnitin.com verifies any possible plagiarizing concerns and keeps an electronic portfolio of all of your work. Lakeshore has purchased the electric service, Turnitin, to discourage student plagiarism and cheating. ANY WORK FOUND TO NOT BE ORIGINAL WILL RECEIVE A ZERO AND POSSIBLE DISCIPLINARY ACTION.

Note: If you signed up for this with your last teacher, you will use the same email and password, just enroll in my class. Hopefully you remember your password. This is your responsibility. 

With EACH ESSAY topic requiring citations, proper, in-text citations and a Works Cited page must be completed.  These are important and necessary facets to a research essay.  Per departmental policy, if any of these primary components are missing, the essay will receive a zero until all components are completed. When completed, the essay will be marked as late and will only be worth 50% of its original value.  Turnitin.com is due when the essay is due. Information of how to enroll in this class will be distributed in class.

Remind.com

This class requires all students to enroll in remind.com. This is a free, electronic service that allows students to receive reminder texts and emails from Mrs. Carr. The site is set up so everyone’s number and email address is kept private, even from Mrs. Carr.  Students do not have the ability to respond back to Mrs. Carr. If a student has a question, they can email her. Parents are welcome to sign up for these reminders as well. Information to sign up for this service will be distributed in class.  Texting @freshme to 81010 or to 424-543-6338.
Website: 

Mrs. Carr’s website is http://carrnation.weebly.com.  On the website, students will find all assignments, videos, links, AOW’s, and blogs.  Also, extra credit and supplemental information can be found there as an intervention or extension of what is being learned in class.  

Appearance of Work: 

Failure to meet these requirements will result in a 50% deduction of EARNED points from the assignment, unless stated.
Requirements:




 
Rationale (fill in today)
1. Work must be completed on white 
loose leaf paper (no spiral).



____________________________
2. Any work to be turned in 
must be legible and in pencil or ink (blue or black). 
____________________________
3. ALL ROUGH DRAFTS are double spaced (skip a line)
____________________________
Note: Homework does not have to be double spaced.

4. ALL work must have a heading in the upper right-hand
corner with your name, date, and hour. 


____________________________
5. On every page (but the first) place your last name and 

      page number in upper right hand corner. (ex: Brown 1)
____________________________

6. One point will be taken off for each contraction (can’t, won’t, etc.) and “good” and “bad”. 
RATIONALE: These are lazy words and do not belong in the vocabulary of professional writers.
INBOX:

All finished work should be turned into the red INBOX at the beginning of class on the day its due or when a ticket out the door has been announced.  This is located by the exit door.  
Absent/Make Up Work: 

· Students will have one day to make up work for each day he/she is absent (refer to Lakeshore Student Handbook). Students are responsible for all the work missed. If other arrangements need to be made, please see me ASAP. 

· If the absence is planned, ALL work must be turned in BEFORE the student leaves.
When returning from an absence:

It is the student’s responsibility to check the “What did we do when I wasn’t here” binder. This is located in the classroom by the Inbox and contains a summary of what went on in class, directions and handouts.  Also, missing assignments can be found on the website.
· All late/absent work is to be placed in the late/absent bin on top of the red INBOX.

· Check the binder/website first and if clarification is still needed, then see me.

Late Work: 

Late Work: 
Defined by anything turned in up to one week after due date. The seven day time window begins on the date the assignment was not turned in. 

During class, after class, and at the end of the school day are considered late.

Grading: 
Late work will be accepted; however, Mrs. Carr determines how much credit will

be received.  The amount of credit received is based on if late work is a


repetitious habit.  Faithfulness points will be take away for late work.
Seminar: 
Students have the opportunity to complete missing work during Seminar.  If a

student needs help with the assignment, a pass should be obtained prior to the

Seminar period. 
Pyramid of Intervention / Missing Work:

An “M” on any assignment is unacceptable. When a student has a total of three “M’s ”in the gradebook, Mrs. Carr will do the following:

· Make contact with parent (For missing major projects and essays, students will call home personally on the due date.)
· Require student to serve detention(s) within two days of last due date. 
· The student will stay until work is caught up. Mrs. Carr defines “completion.”

· The amount of credit received will be determined by Mrs. Carr
· Failure to comply with above results in ASD (After School Detention)

· After missing six assignments, counselors will be contacted to establish an academic plan for the student.

Required Materials:

Please note: If you cannot financially obtain these items, please let me know; I have extras from last year. 

All I ask is that this is taken care of prior to the due date. I will not hand out these materials on the date they are due!


1. 3-RING BINDER and 5 DIVIDERS

All students will be required to obtain a three-ring binder (for THIS CLASS ONLY) and 5 dividers with these sections:
1. Syllabus/Handouts
2. Writing
3. Tests/Quizzes
4. Returned Assignments

5. Current Homework

This binder must be brought to class daily. It is the student’s responsibility to organize this binder. Unannounced binder quizzes will occur periodically throughout the semester. These quizzes are based on the contents of the binder. Students will not be allowed to use materials that are not in his/her binder.  A student will NOT be given permission to go back to his/her locker to retrieve his/her binder if forgotten. It is YOUR responsibility to organize this!


2. PEN and PENCIL

All students are required to bring a pencil and a BLUE or BLACK ink pen to class. 
All writings and any assignments are to be done in pencil or blue or black ink ONLY. Writings/assignments done in any other color ink will receive half credit. I WILL NOT provide these materials.


3. PAPER

All assignments/writings should be completed on loose-leaf, white, ruled paper.  Paper is provided in Mrs. Carr’s classroom.  Do NOT tear it out of your journal!

4. 1 SUBJECT COLLEGE RULED SPIRAL NOTEBOOK

This notebook will house all the journals written for this class. This notebook is for this class ONLY. It is not for math homework, science notes, etc.

5. POSITIVE ATTITUDE   -   Attitude is everything. 

Food and Drink Information

Food and candy of any kind is prohibited in room 140. Water is the only beverage that is allowed; however, failure to clean up after one’s self will result in a loss of privileges. 

Leaving the classroom
Students are only allowed to leave the room in emergencies or if the office sends a pass. If a student needs to leave, they MUST ask permission first.  Abuse of this policy will result in a loss of privileges. Getting a drink is not an emergency because we do not live in the desert and water in a sealed container is allowed in class. Take care of your needs before class.
Classroom Dismissal

In my classroom, the bell does NOT dismiss students. Students will only be permitted to leave after permission is granted.
Cell Phone/I-POD/MP3 Usage

Cell phones/IPods/MP3/ear buds/Dre Beats/chargers or any other similar device are NOT allowed in room 140. These devices should not be even seen by anyone in the class.  Period. The device will be confiscated until the alternative assignment from the electronic device holder is completed.  Any offense thereafter will result in a referral, disciplinary action and a parent/guardian having to personally pick up the device from a building administrator. If you do bring these items to class, they belong in the electronic device holder.  Mrs. Carr reserves the right to collect cell phones or any other electronic device prior to tests and leaving the room.

Fire Drill Information:
Leave the classroom, turn right twice, then exit the building.  Walk to the last row of cars in the north parking lot, closest to the vet. Find Mrs. Carr.
Tornado Drill Information:
Leave the classroom, turn left and sit between lockers 382-396.  Remain quiet. Look for Mrs. Carr and await instruction!
Lock-Down:

In the event of a lock-down, await instructions from Mrs. Carr. Please remain quiet. If you are in the hallway or restroom, go to the nearest classroom and alert the teacher that you are there.

Life Skills

It takes PRIDE to be a Lancer:

Preparation


Responsibility


Integrity


Dedication


Effort
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parent Signature:_____________________
Phone: ____________  E-mail:_____________________
Student Signature: ____________________Phone: ____________  E-mail:_____________________

Anything you want me to know before beginning the new school year to help improve success?
9th grade       





Online Textbook INFO


ID: 7216806-70


ISBN:9780618566099


McDougall Littell


Classzone.com


Remember all stories are available online in audio! Yes, you can listen online to any story.








I need these materials: ______________________.
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