Frankenstein

Letters I-IV and Chapters I-IV

Reading Check
1. Where is Robert Walton’s voyage headed?

2. What strange sight do Walton and his men see?

3. Why does the stranger hesitate before he agrees to board Walton’s ship?

4. Briefly summarize Victor Frankenstein’s childhood.

5. What is the difference between M. Krempe and M. Waldman, Frankenstein’s professors at the University of Ingolstadt?

First Thoughts
6.  What was your initial response toward the character of Victor Frankenstein?  How did this feeling change by the end of Chapter IV?

Shaping Interpretations
7. Robert Walton can be described as Victor Frankenstein’s counterpart or double.  List some of the similar characteristics that the two men share. How are the two men different?

8. At the end of Chapter IV, Frankenstein pauses to moralize.  What does he say about passion and how a person should deal with it?  How might Victor’s life have been different if he had realized this important life lesson earlier?
9. Among several opposites, in this novel, are emotion and reason.  Sometimes two conflicting responses are at war within a character.  Point out two examples of this kind of reaction in the novel. 

10. At several points, Frankenstein refers to fate as having been instrumental in shaping his life.  Why do you think he interprets his life this way?

11. Do you think Victor Frankenstein is more concerned about helping the human race transcend death or about achieving fame and glory for himself?  What makes you think so?

Connecting with the Text
12. Who do you think was the most important influence on the young Victor Frankenstein?  Why?

Frankenstein

Chapters V-X

Reading Check
1. Why does Frankenstein run away from the Creature after he has brought him to life?

2. Why does Henry Clerval come to Ingolstadt?

3. What news does Victor’s father send him?

4. Who is tried for the murder of Victor’s brother, William?

5. What does the Creature ask Frankenstein to do?

First Thoughts
6. With whom do you sympathize more – Victor or his creation?  Why?

Shaping Interpretations
7. Victor had been totally engrossed in the project until he actually brought the Creature to life.  Why do you think Victor’s feelings changed?

8. What do you think is the significance of Frankenstein’s dream about Elizabeth?  What future events might it foreshadow?

9. Victor’s personality is repeatedly contrasted with that of his friend Henry.  What are at least three of the differences between the two characters?

10. Nature is an important part of the setting of the novel.  At times, it soothes Victor’s troubled mind; at other times, it mirrors his agitation.  Choose a scene that takes place out of doors and analyze the role that nature plays. 

11. What do Elizabeth’s reactions to the horrible events unfolding about her reveal about her personality?  Support your answer with specific details from the story.

12. Victor travels into the mountains to gain relief from his feelings of despair and guilt.  The Alps are symbols, that is, they stand for something beyond themselves.  What do you think the snowy peaks symbolize?

13. In chapter X, the Creature speaks for the first time.  How does his voice and manner differ from Victor’s voice and manner?

Extending the Text
14. Parental responsibility is a big issue in today’s society.  What obligations do you think parents have toward their children?  Do you think parents should be held accountable for their children’s behavior?  Why or why not?

Frankenstein

Chapters XI-XVI

Reading Check
1. How do the villagers that the Creature first encounters react to him?

2. Where does the Creature end up making his “home?”

3. How does the Creature learn to speak and read?

4. Briefly summarize Safie’s relation to the De Lacey family.

5. How does the Creature find out about his origins?

First Thoughts
6. After hearing the Creature’s story, do you sympathize with him?  Why or why not?

Shaping Interpretations
7. The Creature’s education teaches him that society values a person’s lineage and wealth more than his or her accomplishments or behavior.  What effect does this realization have on him?

8. The Creature is puzzled by the De Lacey family’s sadness.  He finally learns how they lost their wealth and were exiled from their native land.  What parallel exists between the De Lacey family’s history and the Creature’s own plight?

9. List three ways in which the two main characters, Victor Frankenstein and the Creature, are the same?

10. Think about the Creature’s personal qualities and then think about his appearance.  What is the difference between his interior and exterior selves?  What is ironic about other people’s perception of the Creature?

11. Why do you think the old man, who has been talking to the Creature, does not defend him against the other members of the De Lacey family?

Connecting with the Text
12. Although the Creature is hideously deformed and not the same nature as humans, he is in many ways more “human” than those around him.  How would you define what it means to be a human?  What traits or qualities make a person human?
Frankenstein

Chapters XVII-XXIV

Reading Check
1. Why does Victor travel to England?

2. Who accompanies Victor on his travels to England and Scotland?

3. Whose murder is Victor accused of?

4. What happens on Victor and Elizabeth’s wedding night?

5. What events bring Victor to Robert Walton’s ship?

First Thoughts
6. Do you believe that the Creature is really remorseful about Victor’s death, or do you think, as Walton does, that he is a hypocritical fiend?

Shaping Interpretations
7. The characters of Victor and Henry are contrasted with each other in the novel.  On the journey to England, how are their moods and goals different?

8. In Geneva, when he is fifteen, Victor saw a tree destroyed by a bolt of lightening.  He now sees himself as a “blasted tree” whose soul has been invaded by the “bolt.”  What is he saying about himself?

9. In his final discussion with Walton, Victor says that he has examined his past conduct and finds nothing for which to blame himself.  He considers his scientific endeavors as an illustrious achievement and feels justified in desiring the death of the Creature.  What does his unrepentant stance suggest about his character?

10. Give two ways the characters of Victor and the Creature begin to resemble each other?  Why is their growing similarity ironic?

Connecting with the Text
11. Victor must decide whether or not to create a partner for the Creature after he hears the Creature’s story.  If you were in Victor’s position, what decision would you make and why?

Extending the Text
12. The Creature says, “I am malicious because I am miserable,” and he is miserable because he is “shunned and hated by all mankind.”  Do you think most people if treated in a similar fashion would eventually grow to hate society and want to get even with those who have caused their suffering?

Challenging the Text
13. Which of the following do you think is Victor’s most irresponsible act:  his creation of such an ugly being, his abandonment of the Creature and neglect of his education, his refusal to create a partner for his Creature, or his refusal to tell anyone (until Walton) what he has done?  Explain your choice. 
