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Contemporary Lit 
Mrs. V. Carr

http://carrnation.weebly.com

vcarr@lakeshoreps.org
1-269-428-1402 x2140

Room 140
Course Description: 

Prerequisite: American Literature. This class studies high-interest, contemporary literature and literary themes and builds college level writing skills. Emphasis is on the way literature reflects modern culture which fuels the teaching of various writing styles and techniques, including the formal research paper. Will include state assessments preparation.
Over the course of this semester we will:

· read contemporary novels and exploring modern themes and issues in our world through these texts.  

· work on improving writing skills through completing a wide variety of writing assignments including formal papers, journals, in-class essays, and short responses. 

· build on research skills by researching several topics throughout the semester.

· build on critical analysis skills using classroom novels, short informational texts, discussions, and writing assignments. 

· work to improve your vocabulary through weekly vocab assignments and bi-weekly quizzes. 

· prepare for the ACT/M-Step (1st Tues in March) by taking practice tests and writing in-class, timed essays. 

Novels for this course (both 1st and 2nd semesters):
Video Media for this course:

1st:
The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini

Kite Runner (2007) – Rated PG-13
The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien 

2nd: 
Lit circles




Pay It Forward (1999) – Rated PG-13
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – Rebecca Skloot



Grades: 

· Students will be graded on tests, quarterly assessments, quizzes, writing assignments, homework, projects, group work, SSR, vocabulary, 5 full page weekly journal responses, and blog responses emphasizing a balance of effort and skill to determine the final score. 

· Students will also earn weekly faithfulness points.  Things that are damaging behaviors to a student’s success will cause students to lose faithfulness points.  This includes but is not limited to bringing necessary materials to class, turning work in on time, working productively with others, having a positive attitude, taking advantage of one’s time, etc.   

· The student’s grade will be calculated by adding up the total number of points earned divided by the total points possible.

· Grades are updated ONLINE every week to two weeks.  It is each student’s responsibility to monitor his or her grade ONLINE via Pinnacle. Students who have trouble logging into their accounts must see the guidance office immediately before or after school. 
· Until an assignment is turned in, a student will receive an “M” for that assignment. If a student is absent for an assignment, the “0” will be changed to the grade earned when the assignment is turned in. See Handbook for specifics on time allowed.

· Grades are EARNED not received. Mrs. Carr does not “hand out” grades.

Vocabulary
Vocabulary for the entire quarter is posted on Mrs. Carr’s website and can be found by hovering over the freshmen link and clicking on the vocabulary link.  Students are responsible for printing their vocabulary sheets ahead of time and submitting them by Friday of that week.  Students can print them all at once and store them in a safe location; however, they are responsible for keeping this organized and turning in the correct sheet on Friday.  After Friday’s class period, the vocabulary is considered late.  Quizzes will be given bi-weekly on Friday and can be found on the website.  In the event of class cancellation, the assignment and/or quiz will take place on the next school day.   

Writing Journal

Students will need to obtain no less than a 1-subject, college ruled, spiral notebook to serve the purpose as a journal. Wide rule will not be accepted. The students are required to bring their journals EVERY DAY to class.  This spiral notebook is for use in this class ONLY! 
The journal is an important part of this class because it allows students to explore their different writing voices, views, and ideas. Some writing can be on topics of their choice; others will be mandated. The journal grade is determined based on a variety in topic choice, method of expression, voice, experimenting with style, number of completed entries, and finishing the final journal by the due date. 
Biweekly, when we do not have a vocabulary quiz, 6 full pages of journal entries will be collected.  Within the journals must be a one page response to the AOW given on Mondays.  If six journal ideas have not been give throughout the two weeks, six full pages are still expected and due on Friday.  If for some reason class is cancelled that day or students are absent, journals are due the next available day. 
Article of the Week

Articles of the Week (AOW) will be provided on Monday and are due stapled to the top of journals.  All AOW’s will require thoughtful annotations in the margins in which readers write their thinking process while they are reading. 

After annotations are completed, students will have an assignment that they staple to the article.  This assignment includes but is not limited to a one page minimum written response, a thesis statement, a window quote, a new title for the article, beautiful sentence work, etc.  AOW’s will be discussed when articles are due.  Students are responsible for annotating their articles and completing the assignment on their own.
SSR

As a part of the curriculum, students and Mrs. Carr will occasionally partake in Silent Sustained Reading (SSR). For SSR, students will be required to bring reading material of their own choosing (i.e. a book, magazine, journal). Students may NOT bring in textbooks, assigned novels, or homework from other classes. This is NOT a time for renewing books or working on homework reading assignments. Participating in SSR is a privilege, not a right. This is a time to read for enjoyment and to motivate ourselves to read more.

Blogs

All blogs can be found at Mrs. Carr’s website by hovering over the Freshmen English link, hovering over the next set of links, and clicking on the appropriate blog that corresponds with your particular class period.  On the blog, students will find a question students are expected to respond to on the website or an interactive online activity.  This could include but is not limited to a creative writing piece, responding to a recent news article, arguing a debate question, an interactive link, etc. These will be posted and deleted by Friday at 4:00.  

Tentative Schedule:

Homework is checked regularly and should be organized in a 3-ring binder. At the beginning of each week, the students will see a tentative schedule on the board that will list the events and assignments for the entire week. In the event of an absence or class cancellation, the students should have some idea of what to work on for the next class. This calendar is subject to change at any time.

Tardiness:

Students will be given two “freebie” tardies each nine weeks. After the third tardy and each additional tardy during the 9 week marking period, students will spend 30 minutes in detention. Each new marking period is a clean slate. If a student is more than 15 minutes to class, the student will be marked absent-unexcused, and will most likely receive ASD. ALL tardy students MUST go to the attendance office for a pink tardy slip (per student handbook).
Turnitin.com 

This class requires all students to turn in electric copies, as well as hard copies, of any and all writing assignments. Turnitin.com verifies any possible plagiarizing concerns and keeps an electronic portfolio of all of your work. Lakeshore has purchased the electric service, Turnitin, to discourage student plagiarism and cheating. ANY WORK FOUND TO NOT BE ORIGINAL WILL RECEIVE A ZERO AND POSSIBLE DISCIPLINARY ACTION.

Note: If you signed up for this with your last teacher, you will use the same email and password, just enroll in my class. Hopefully you remember your password. This is your responsibility. 

With EACH ESSAY topic requiring citations, proper, in-text citations and a Works Cited page must be completed.  These are important and necessary facets to a research essay.  Per departmental policy, if any of these primary components are missing, the essay will receive a zero until all components are completed. When completed, the essay will be marked as late and will only be worth 50% of its original value.  Turnitin.com is due when the essay is due. Information of how to enroll in this class will be distributed in class.

Remind.com

This class requires all students to enroll in remind.com. This is a free, electronic service that allows students to receive reminder texts and emails from Mrs. Carr. The site is set up so everyone’s number and email address is kept private, even from Mrs. Carr.  Students do not have the ability to respond back to Mrs. Carr. If a student has a question, they can email her. Parents are welcome to sign up for these reminders as well. Information to sign up for this service will be distributed in class.  Text @elacontemp to 81010 or to 424-543-6338.

Website: 

Mrs. Carr’s website is http://carrnation.weebly.com.  On the website, students will find all assignments, videos, links, AOW’s, and blogs.  Also, extra credit and supplemental information can be found there as an intervention or extension of what is being learned in class.  


Appearance of Work: 

Failure to meet these requirements will result in a 50% deduction of EARNED points from the assignment, unless stated.

Requirements:




 
Rationale (fill in today)
1. Work must be completed on white 
loose leaf paper (no spiral).



____________________________

2. Any work to be turned in 

must be legible and in pencil or ink (blue or black). 
____________________________

3. ALL ROUGH DRAFTS are double spaced (skip a line)
____________________________

Note: Homework does not have to be double spaced.

4. ALL work must have a heading in the upper right-hand
corner with your name, date, and hour. 


____________________________

5. On every page (but the first) place your last name and 

      page number in upper right hand corner. (ex: Brown 1)
____________________________

6. One point will be taken off for each contraction (can’t, won’t, etc.) and “good” and “bad”. 

RATIONALE: These are lazy words and do not belong in the vocabulary of professional writers.
INBOX:

All finished work should be turned into the red INBOX at the beginning of class on the day its due or when a ticket out the door has been announced.  This is located by the exit door.  
Absent/Make Up Work: 

· Students will have one day to make up work for each day he/she is absent (refer to Lakeshore Student Handbook). Students are responsible for all the work missed. If other arrangements need to be made, please see me ASAP. 

· If the absence is planned, ALL work must be turned in BEFORE the student leaves.
When returning from an absence:

It is the student’s responsibility to check the “What did we do when I wasn’t here” binder. This is located in the classroom by the Inbox and contains a summary of what went on in class, directions and handouts.  Also, missing assignments can be found on the website.
· All late/absent work is to be placed in the late/absent bin on top of the red INBOX.

· Check the binder/website first and if clarification is still needed, then see me.

Late Work: 

Late Work: 
Defined by anything turned in up to one week after due date. The seven day time window begins on the date the assignment was not turned in. 

During class, after class, and at the end of the school day are considered late.

Grading: 
Late work will be accepted; however, Mrs. Carr determines how much credit will

be received.  The amount of credit received is based on if late work is a


repetitious habit.  Faithfulness points will be take away for late work.

Seminar: 
Students have the opportunity to complete missing work during Seminar.  If a

student needs help with the assignment, a pass should be obtained prior to the

Seminar period. 
Pyramid of Intervention / Missing Work:

An “M” on any assignment is unacceptable. When a student has a total of three “M’s ”in the gradebook, Mrs. Carr will do the following:

· Make contact with parent (For missing major projects and essays, students will call home personally on the due date.)
· Require student to serve detention(s) within two days of last due date. 

· The student will stay until work is caught up. Mrs. Carr defines “completion.”

· The amount of credit received will be determined by Mrs. Carr
· Failure to comply with above results in ASD (After School Detention)

· After missing six assignments, counselors will be contacted to establish an academic plan for the student.

Required Materials:

Please note: If you cannot financially obtain these items, please let me know; I have extras from last year. 

All I ask is that this is taken care of prior to the due date. I will not hand out these materials on the date they are due!


1. 3-RING BINDER and 5 DIVIDERS

All students will be required to obtain a three-ring binder (for THIS CLASS ONLY) and 5 dividers with these sections:

1. Syllabus/Handouts
2. Writing
3. Tests/Quizzes
4. Returned Assignments

5. Current Homework

This binder must be brought to class daily. It is the student’s responsibility to organize this binder. Unannounced binder quizzes will occur periodically throughout the semester. These quizzes are based on the contents of the binder. Students will not be allowed to use materials that are not in his/her binder.  A student will NOT be given permission to go back to his/her locker to retrieve his/her binder if forgotten. It is YOUR responsibility to organize this!


2. PEN and PENCIL

All students are required to bring a pencil and a BLUE or BLACK ink pen to class. 

All writings and any assignments are to be done in pencil or blue or black ink ONLY. Writings/assignments done in any other color ink will receive half credit. I WILL NOT provide these materials.


3. PAPER

All assignments/writings should be completed on loose-leaf, white, ruled paper.  Paper is provided in Mrs. Carr’s classroom.  Do NOT tear it out of your journal!

4. 1 SUBJECT COLLEGE RULED SPIRAL NOTEBOOK

This notebook will house all the journals written for this class. This notebook is for this class ONLY. It is not for math homework, science notes, etc.


5. POSITIVE ATTITUDE   -   Attitude is everything. 

Food and Drink Information

Food and candy of any kind is prohibited in room 140. Water is the only beverage that is allowed; however, failure to clean up after one’s self will result in a loss of privileges for ALL. 

Leaving the classroom

Students are only allowed to leave the room in emergencies or if the office sends a pass. If a student needs to leave, they MUST ask permission first.  Abuse of this policy will result in a loss of privileges. Getting a drink is not an emergency because we do not live in the desert and water in a sealed container is allowed in class. Take care of your needs before class.
Classroom Dismissal

In my classroom, the bell does NOT dismiss students. Students will only be permitted to leave after permission is granted.
Electronic Devices and Accompanying Accessories
Cell phones/IPods/MP3/ear buds/Dre Beats/chargers or any other similar device are NOT allowed in room 140. These devices should not be even seen by anyone in the class.  Period. The device will be confiscated until the alternative assignment from the electronic device holder is completed.  Any offense thereafter will result in additional assignments, a referral, disciplinary action and a parent/guardian having to personally pick up the device from a building administrator. If you do bring these items to class, they belong in the electronic device holder.  Not on your desk.  Not plugged into an outlet.  Mrs. Carr reserves the right to collect cell phones or any other electronic device prior to tests and leaving the room.

Fire Drill Information:
Leave the classroom, turn right twice, then exit the building.  Walk to the last row of cars in the north parking lot, closest to the vet. Find Mrs. Carr.
Tornado Drill Information:
Leave the classroom, turn left and sit between lockers 382-396.  Remain quiet. Look for Mrs. Carr and await instruction!
Lock-Down:

In the event of a lock-down, await instructions from Mrs. Carr. Please remain quiet. If you are in the hallway or restroom, go to the nearest classroom and alert the teacher that you are there.

Life Skills

It takes PRIDE to be a Lancer:


Preparation


Responsibility


Integrity


Dedication


Effort
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent Signature:_____________________
Phone: ____________  E-mail:_____________________

Student Signature: ____________________Phone: ____________  E-mail:_____________________

Anything you want me to know before beginning the new school year to help improve success?
 Ima Happy












August 30, 2033

British Literature—2nd Hour

           


                       


The Brighter Side of the Law


What qualities does a father have to possess in order to have a lasting impact on his children? Thirty years from now, what traits will one remember about their father? What will stand out in their mind? Atticus Finch, the father in To Kill A Mockingbird, teaches his children to care for others, loves his children more than anything, and is very wise. These qualities make Atticus a great role model for his children. Through demonstrating his love for his children, Atticus Finch in Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, proves to be role model not only for his children, but for future generations of readers.

One of the most important lessons that Atticus teaches his children is the importance of relationships and caring for others. During the trial of Tom Robinson, Atticus states that he must take the case of this black man because, “If I didn’t I couldn’t hold up my head in town, I couldn’t represent this county in legislature, I couldn’t even tell you or Jem not to do something again” (Lee 75). Although Atticus will not teach his children to shoot their new air rifles, he does teach them to never kill a mockingbird, because all they do is sing (Lee 90). The importance of this lesson can only be learned in the last chapter when Scout realizes that Boo Radley is a mockingbird. Another lesson that Atticus teaches his children is the importance of understanding people. After Bob Ewell spits in Atticus’ face, Atticus states, “See if you can stand in Bob Ewell’s shoes a minute. I destroyed his last shred of credibility…So if spitting in my face and threatening me saved Mayella Ewell one extra beating, that’s something I’d gladly take” (Lee 218). He consistently tells the children to stand in someone else’s shoes.
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Besides teaching Jem and Scout life lessons, Atticus cares greatly for his children. As a single parent, Atticus consistently shows his love for his children although he does not come out and say it. Scout says that he father treated her brother and her well, but with “courteous detachment” (Lee 6). When a mad dog wanders into town, Atticus does not hesitate to leave work and end the danger (Lee 96). Another example that shows he cares about his children is when he punishes them. Jem states, “Atticus ain’t whipped me since I can remember. I wanta keep it that way” (Lee 56). It seems that Atticus has the natural ability to discipline his children without using physical force, thus teaching Jem, and especially Scout that violence is never the answer. The children naturally want to make Atticus proud, but it is Atticus who wants his children to be proud of him.


In addition to being a teacher and caretaker, Atticus is very wise. Atticus is a great lawyer, so he has to be intelligent (Lee 5). Atticus also teaches Scout how to read before she even starts school. Jem states, “Scout yonder’s been readin’ ever since she was born, and she ain’t even started school yet” (Lee 7). In addition, Atticus also shows is intelligence when instead of making Mr. Cunningham pay for his services with money, he allows him to bring stovewood and hickory nuts to the Finch home to pay off his debts (Lee 20-21). These are items they would need sooner or later. These examples not only support the fact that Atticus is intelligent, but also that he cares for people.


To conclude, Atticus Finch strives to be a role model for his children and his community. He represents the brighter side of the law as he teaches his children many life lessons. Atticus definitely loves his children and ultimately they come first in his life. In addition to being a teacher and caring for Jem and Scout, Atticus is also very intelligent in his practice, neighborhood situations, and in his role as a father. In Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, the character of Atticus Finch is role model who the children can look up to and who society today can look up to as well.







         Conclusion:



Sample Writing Rubric 2014
PRESENTATION: (20 points)
____ 
(5) Creative title—CENTERED, SIZE 12, doesn’t give anything away, appropriate, word(s) capitalized, no clichés 

____  
(2) Thesis Underlined in Introduction and Conclusion 

____  
(3) Name, Date (SPELLED OUT), and Hour: DOUBLE SPACED, LEFT-HAND CORNER 

____  
(5) Last Name and Page # appear in UPPER RIGHT-HAND, SIZE 12 of consecutive pages, Times NR

____  
(5) Everything Double Spaced in Times New Roman size 12 

CONTENTS: (100 points) 

____ 
(10) Introduction: Attention getter, areas hinted—used different words than what is in thesis, aspects explained

____ 
(10) Thesis statement: states areas of focus for essay

____ 
(10) Body: organized, contains developed areas of focus; ideas thoroughly explored; referenced studied work

     ---Show don’t tell!

____
(10) Rebuttal: includes and addresses the other side’s argument

____
(10) Direct Quotes/Paraphrases: DQs are POWERFUL-  para. info done correctly, attribution, respect for audience

____
(10) Voice/Word Choice: writer speaks directly, in engaging way—respect for audience; powerful words, precise 

____
(10) Sentence Fluency: easy flow, rhythm, cadence, use of transitions, complexity of structure, variety

____ 
(10) Conclusion: restates thesis in an interesting way, summarizes, different words used than in initial thesis

____
(10) Parenthetical Citations: correct format, no commas, every pc matches WC source; adequate support
____
(10) Works Cited: alphabetical, reverse indentation, double spaced, free of errors, every WC entry used as pc        

DEDUCTIONS/Conventions:

____ 
# of fragments and run-ons, contractions, incorrect pronouns, words spelled incorrectly, good and bad, slang phrases, subject/verb agreement problems, using the WRITE word mistakes, punctuation errors, passive voice, “there is, was, were”, number of clichés, # of missing quotation marks around titles of “essays” & “short stories”, # of times novels or other BIG works are not underlined or put in italics, # of paragraphs not indented
____
spacing problems (-5 points) NO EXTRA SPACING BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS

____
Wrong Tense Used—Supposed to be in    1st    2nd   3rd    point for view/tense (-5)

____ 
NOT double spaced (-50 %)

____ 
written in pencil or unacceptable font (-50 %)

____ 
written/printed on back of paper (-50 %)

____ 
written on unacceptable paper (-50 %)

____
NOT a clean copy (-10 points)-----FINAL essays do NOT have markings on them of any kin. Period. 
____
literature not written about in present tense (literature is alive) (-5)

____ 
LATE (-50 %)

____
Not on Turnitin.com (-WILL NOT BE GRADED)

____
NO PARENTHETICALS and/or WORKS CITED (-WILL NOT BE GRADED)

Total Number of Points: ____/120


ACT/IBC Essay - Writing OUTLINE

Mrs. Carr
Title: ______________________

I. Introduction


A. Attention Getter (get your reader thinking, ask a question)


B. 1st area of focus mentioned


C. 2nd area of focus mentioned


D. 3rd area of focus mentioned


E. Thesis Statement (underlined) 

(should contain author’s name, work, and intention of paper-----NO MORE 3-PART THESIS STATEMENTS)


(If persuasive, consider starting with “Although some might disagree...”
II. Body Paragraph #1 (First area of focus) _____________________


A. Support (citation—if necessary)


B. Support (citation—if necessary)


C. Support (citation—if necessary)

III. Body Paragraph #2 (Second area of focus) _____________________


A. Support (citation—if necessary)


B. Support (citation—if necessary)


C. Support (citation—if necessary)

IV. Body Paragraph #3 (Third area of focus) _____________________


A. Support (citation—if necessary)


B. Support (citation—if necessary)


C. Support (citation—if necessary)

If persuasive:

V. REBUTTAL (can technically go anywhere between paragraph 2- paragraph 5)

A. Agreement with some aspect of other side


B. Other side’s argument


C. Why the other side is wrong

VI. Conclusion (NO NEW INFO!)


A. Overall statement to sum up essay.


B. Summary of body #1


C. Summary of body #2


D. Summary of body #3


E. Thesis Restated (Don’t change your idea, just change the wording)
  Juniors





I need these materials: ______________________.





Heading





header





Happy 1





Spelled out





Title—no bold, or underline, creative





The Basic Introduction


1st sentence: attention getter


2nd: highlight 1st areas of focus


3rd: highlight 2nd area of focus


4th: highlight 3rd area of focus


5th: thesis 





Introduction





Double spaced





LIT is ALIVE


Write about in present tense





Basic Thesis- contains author of book, title of book, and what you are trying to prove.





1 paragraph = 5-7 sentences





Body 1





Always indent paragraphs & add transitions





Body 2





Last name and page #





This is an MLA citation—it’s not your words, but someone else’s. Never end with a citation!





Introduce quotes: Attribution





Body 3





Conclusionn





Use transitions





1st sentence: General comment


2nd: Summarize 1st areas of focus


3rd: Summarize 2nd area of focus


4th: summarize 3rd area of focus


5th: thesis restated





Your thesis is always the last sentence in your conclusion. It MUST be underlined and restated in different words!





If this were a real essay to turn in, a works cited page would be included after this page.
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